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INTRODUCTION:  Political apathy is alien to the Christian faith.  Individual Christians and Christian churches increasingly agree that political action is a major expression of Christian love and justice in our time.  Because governments affect the destinies of millions, Christians who are committed to feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, setting at liberty the oppressed, challenging the powers that be, and exalting those of low degree, cannot bypass the political context of human anguish and joy.

Political responsibility requires of us:
+ A commitment to common good.  While one aspect of politics is a struggle for power in which agendas of particular constituencies are important, to ignore the common good is irresponsible and may prove self-defeating.
+ Humility, honesty, and fairness.  Political decisions nearly always pose moral dilemmas.  We often are forced to choose the best possible among unappealing alternatives.  Thus, no policy or position can be a “pure” representation of a Christian ideal, and responsible Christians justifiably may disagree.  We are obliged to interpret opposing positions accurately, and to respond with civility and rationality, without caricatures or anathemas.

+ Self-critical reflection.  The Christian faith calls us to love mercy and do justice, which, in the modern world, translates into a fair distribution of the goods and services  necessary for human well-being, within and among nations.  It stands prophetically against self-serving nationalism and unbridled capitalism so tragically evident in our contemporary society. 
+ A multi-issue orientation.  No political party or candidate can be evaluated properly on the basis of a single issue or set of issues.  Office holders must make decisions on a wide range of public issues.  Fairness insists that candidates be appraised with a similar breadth of concern in terms of both conscience and competence, and in the spirit of respectful bipartisan scrutiny.

PRIORITIES: To engage intensive discussion on issues which will determine our destiny, we propose several priorities for 1996.

1) WELFARE AND HEALTH CARE REFORM.  For Christians, justice demands support for the economic and physical health of all members of society.  The way society treats its economically and socially vulnerable citizens is a prime indicator of its moral character.  Recent welfare reform proposals attempt to alleviate federal and state budgetary difficulties by under-funding vital public services and neglecting the poor and deprived.  The failure to reform the health care system and guarantee universal access to affordable quality health care is a failure to govern responsibly.

2) THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND GLOBAL SOLIDARITY.  While economic globalization has the potential of expanding trade to benefit communities around the world, the process of globalization has been misappropriated by transnational interests seeking their own economic growth at the expense of working men and women here and abroad.  The practice of exporting jobs from the Untied States to developing nations where labor is significantly cheaper lowers the value of labor here at home.  For example, it is unfair for workers in the United States to compete with child labor in Bangladesh, just as it is unjust for children in Bangladesh to be forced to work.  Christian solidarity calls for economic policies that reject these practices as dehumanizing.

3) A UNIPOLAR WORLD.  The end of the cold war has left the United States the primary major world power, with new potential to impact the affairs of the world.  This is a significant opportunity for the United States to be more positive in its moral and financial support for the United Nations, affirming both its charter and mission.  Appeals to human rights need to be consistent in all situations and never selective, for example, to suit the interests only of the United States.

The United States has an obligation to be a responsible partner in a world of diversity and pluralism.  Commitment to justice and peace is at the heart of the Christian message.  This commitment should be evident in international and in national policies for the sake of global solidarity and the emergence of a more just world order.

4. VIOLENCE.  The pervasiveness of violence in our society is immoral.  Why do more young people die by guns in our streets than by any other cause, including disease?  Why is violence against women on the rise?  Why do we see so much violence against children?  Why do we find violence as portrayed by the media so entertaining?  As we pray for the peace of our cities, we urge political candidates to work with communities to discern effective means to reduce violence.

* * * * * *

Many other important issues also could be mentioned, such as environmental integrity, tax reform, AIDS education and research, protection of affirmative action, and the elimination of capital punishment.  The search for solutions is complex, but our Chrisstian commitment calls us to responsible engagement.
