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Gathering 

 
 

Prelude       Preludia Sine Nomine (Prelude Without a Name) 

                                                            Herbert Howells 
  

Words of Welcome                           Mr. Brent Damrow 
 

Invocation        The Reverend LaTrelle Easterling 
 

Hymn            I Sing the Almighty Power of God 

                      Isaac Watts, 1715 
     

I sing the almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise, 

That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule by day; 

The moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 
 

I sing the goodness of the Lord, that filled the earth with food; 

He formed the creatures with his word, and then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye, 

If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 
 

Creatures as num’rous as they be, are subject to thy care; 

There’s not a place where we can flee, but God is present there. 

His hand is my perpetual guard, he keeps me with his eye; 

Why should I then forget the Lord, who is forever nigh? 



Prayer of Confession*                                 The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris 
 

One: Creator God, author of life, source of all meaning, you made a universe of infinite 

complexity and beauty, and entrusted us humans with the care of a tiny jewel called 

Earth. With the passing of time we came to believe we were owners, not fellow creature 

dwellers, of this bountiful planet and its extravagant web of life. 
 

All: We have exploited God’s creation without regard for the impact that our ra-
pacity has had on the other creatures with whom we share our earthly home. We 
have acted with craven disregard for complex ecosystems we barely understand. 
 

One: Our consumptive lifestyles demand unsustainable harvesting of natural resources 

that defies the intrinsic interdependence of all life; yet our self-deception has led us to 

believe that our enlightened self-interest can, of its own accord, see to the preservation 

of our environment. 
 

Now we face the consequences of our idolatry. We thought we were gods; but our reck-

lessness has brought us to our knees, to ask for your mercy and forgiveness for the chaos 

we have caused. 
 

All: We pray for the oceans and all the creatures that dwell in them. 
We pray for the forests and the abundance of life they nurture. 
We pray for the very air we breathe, now laden with the toxic gases we produce. 
We pray for our children whose earthly home we have so imperiled. 
 

Loving God, have mercy on us, grant us forgiveness and the strength to make 
amends. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness* 
 

One: In Jesus Christ – who, while dying, prayed for his executioners, saying, “Father 

forgive them, for they know not what they do” – we know and believe that there are no 

sins so great that the mercy of God cannot forgive. 
 

Receive God’s grace to make amends.  Embrace lifestyles that will help restore balance 

and harmony to our earthly home. Care for those whose environments we have de-

stroyed by our actions and inactions.  
 

All: With God’s help, we will. Amen 
 

One: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen 

 
 

 

 



Proclamation of the Word 
 

Genesis 1:1 – 2:4                            Ms. Laura Everett 
 

Psalm 37: 1-11                               Mr. Douglas Koch, Cantor 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

Luke 10: 25-29                      Mr. Ian Mevorach 
 

Meditation                    The Reverend Dr. Jim Antal 
 

 

Offering                 The Reverend  Bert Marshall
  

Tonight’s offering will be directed to Church World Service to assist  

with their outreach in the Gulf of Mexico 
 

 

Voluntary                                 Aria 

            Flor Peeters 



 Litany of Prayers  
 

Call to Prayer                                   The Reverend Jack Johnson 
  

Hymn                   O God, the Great Wide Seas Are Yours    

              Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2010 
 

O God, the great, wide seas are yours! 

You carved the oceans' rugged floors. 

You set the waters in their place 

And made all sea life by your grace. 

You also made humanity 

To care for earth and sky and sea. 
 

Forgive us when we disobey 

And fail to care for what you've made. 

Consuming more than what we should, 

We harm the waters you call good. 

Forgive us when we fail to be 

Good stewards of your wondrous sea. 
 

We pray for those who seek to care 

For troubled waters everywhere — 

For those who work to stop the spill 

Of all that would destroy and kill, 

For those who work with loving hands 

To tend your marshes, shores and sands. 
 

God, may we hear your call anew 

To care for all these gifts from you. 

May we protect the sea and shore 

By using less, conserving more, 

And humbly learning how to live 

As stewards of this world you give. 
 

Prayers of the People          Ms. Nancy Banks 
 

 

God, we come to you tonight with heavy and humbled hearts. We ask that your healing, 

comforting and strengthening presence be with all affected by this unfolding tragedy: 
 

For workers injured, missing and those who died from the explosion on the rig, and for 

their families and friends, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers  



For people working tirelessly to contain the spill, and protect fragile ecosystems and 

communities from its toxic impacts, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 
 

For individuals and communities whose livelihoods depend upon the Gulf of Mexico, 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 
 

For your good creation – from the smallest of sea creatures to the birds of the air — and 

all your magnificent handiwork at risk of exposure from our human errors, Lord in your 

mercy, hear our prayers 
 

For wisdom to understand our dependence on you, and strength that we might walk  

humbly in the path of justice and right-relationship with all your creation, Lord in your 

mercy, hear our prayers 
 

Prayers of the Christian Traditions 
  

from the Greek Orthodox tradition:               The Reverend Father Alkiviadis C. Calivas  

from the Roman Catholic tradition:                                                    Dr. R. Vito Nicastro 

from the Protestant tradition:                                      Major Yvon Alkintor 
 

 

Prayer for the Gulf of Mexico**                The Reverend Dr. Rodney Petersen 
 
 

Holy God, 

out of the waters you brought forth life: 

plankton and fish, grasses and birds, 

dolphins and whales, 

leviathan for the sheer joy of it, 

and us as your stewards of your creation. 

But now our greed and carelessness have despoiled it, 

death belches up into the water, 

your creatures are perishing,  

the coastlands befouled. 

We pray for all this disaster’s victims. 

In Jesus’ name, hear our grief, forgive our folly, 

give us courage for action and sacrifice, 

and, please, let not your beautiful creation 

be forever lost. 

Amen                                                 
 
 



Candlelight Vigil 
 

Invitation to Silent Prayer 
 
Remembrance of the Victims of the Deepwater Horizon Explosion 
            The Reverend Marion Easterling 

Jason Anderson 

Aaron Dale Burkeen 

Donald Clark 

Stephen Ray Curtis 

Gordon Jones 

Roy Wyatt Kemp… 
 

and all of those who have suffered and continue to suffer in mind, body and spirit. 
 
 

Prayer for the Gulf of Mexico**  
 
 

Holy God, 

out of the waters you brought forth life: 

plankton and fish, grasses and birds, 

dolphins and whales, 

leviathan for the sheer joy of it, 

and us as your stewards of your creation. 

But now our greed and carelessness have despoiled it, 

death belches up into the water, 

your creatures are perishing,  

the coastlands befouled. 

We pray for all this disaster’s victims. 

In Jesus’ name, hear our grief, forgive our folly, 

give us courage for action and sacrifice, 

and, please, let not your beautiful creation 

be forever lost. 

Amen    
 
 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                     
 

Our Father in heaven, 

     hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Karl Kleppinger, Jr. 

Blair Manuel 

Dewey Revette 

Shane Roshto 

Adam T. Weise 



George A Sargeant

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

     now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction 
 
_______________________________________ 

 
 

The Massachusetts Council of Churches wishes to thank Old South Church for 
its hospitality and assistance in making this service possible. 
 

*Prayers adapted from resources available at the website of the National Council of 

Churches USA - http://www.ncccusa.org/news/100524ibc.html. 
 

** Prayer written by the Reverend John K. Stendahl, Massachusetts Council of 

Churches Board Member, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Newtons. 
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Organist: George A Sargeant, Associate Organist and Choirmaster, Old South Church 
 

Mr. Brent Damrow, Old South Church, Boston 

The Rev. LaTrelle Easterling, Union United Methodist Church, Boston 

The Rt. Rev. Gayle E. Harris, Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 

Ms. Laura Everett, Massachusetts Council of Churches 

Mr. Douglas Koch, Old Cambridge Baptist Church 

Mr. Ian Mevorach, Massachusetts Council of Churches 

The Rev.  Dr. Jim Antal, Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ 

The Rev. Bert Marshall, Church World Service, New England Region 

The Rev. Jack Johnson, Massachusetts Council of Churches 

Ms. Nancy Banks, Unitarian Universalist  Mass Action Network 

The Rev. Fr. Alkiviadis C. Calivas, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston 

Dr. R. Vito Nicastro, The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston 

Major Yvon Alkintor, The Salvation Army 

The Rev. Dr. Rodney Petersen, Boston Theological Institute 

The Rev. Marion Easterling, Old West Church, Boston 

 

 

 



Massachusetts Council of Churches 
Member Denominations 

 

African Methodist Episcopal, New England Conference 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion, New England Conference 

American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts 

Diocese of the Armenian Churches in America (Eastern) 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), New England District 

Church of the New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian) 

Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 

Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 

Evangelical Covenant Churches, East Coast Conference 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, New England Synod 

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston 

Religious Society of Friends, New England Yearly Meeting 

Presbyterian Church, (USA), Synod of the Northeast 

Salvation Army, Massachusetts Divisional Headquarters 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

United Church of Christ, Massachusetts Conference 

United Methodist Church, New England Conference 
 

 

Churches and Organizations Co-Sponsoring Tonight’s Vigil 
 

All Saints Episcopal Parish, Boston 

Attleboro Area Council of Churches 

Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington 

Bethel AME Church, Jamaica Plain 

Boston Faith and Justice Network 

Boston Theological Institute 

Calvary Church, United Methodist, Arlington 

Cambridge Welcoming Ministries 

Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston 

Charles Street AME Church, Dorchester 

Christ Congregational Church UCC, Brockton 

Church of the Covenant, Boston 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Waban 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, Wayland 

Church of the Redeemer, Chestnut Hill 

Church Women United of MA and RI 

Church World Service, New England Region 

City Mission Society 

Community Covenant Church, Peabody 

Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries 

Eliot Church of Newton 

Emmanuel Church, Boston 

First Baptist Church,  Jamaica Plain 

First Parish Church UU, Weston 

Grace Church, North Attleboro 

Harvard Epworth United Methodist Church, Harvard 

Hope Central Church UCC/DOC, Jamaica Plain 

 

Just Peace Ministry, Metro Boston Assoc. UCC 

King's Chapel, Boston 

Lexington United Methodist Church, Lexington 

Lutheran Church of the Newtons 

Malden First Baptist Church 

Massachusetts Interfaith Committee on Worker Justice 

Massachusetts Interfaith Power and Light 

Medford Community Baptist Church 

Melrose Highlands Congregational Church 

Old Cambridge Baptist Church 

Old North Church Episcopal, Boston 

Old South Church UCC, Boston 

Pawtucket Congregational Church UCC, Lowell 

Peace and Justice Committee, First Churches, Northampton 

Presbyterian Church of Roxbury 

Salvation Army Central Headquarters 

Somerville Community Baptist Church 

St. Paul's Church, Brockton 

The Paulist Center, Boston 

Trinitarian Congregational Church, Concord 

Trinity Baptist Church, Arlington 

Union United Methodist Church, Boston 

United Methodist Church of Newton, Newtonville 

United Parish of Auburndale 

UU Mass Action 

West Medford Baptist Church, Medford 


