Prelude

Words of Welcome

Massachusetts Council of Churches
Ecumenical Prayer Vigil for the

Tragedy in the Gulf
July 7,2010
Old South Church
Boston, Massachusetts

Gathering

Preludia Sine Nomine (Prelude Without a Name)

Invocation
Hymn !
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Prayer of Confession*
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All: We have exploited God’s creation without regard for the impact that our ra-
pacity has had on the other creatures with whom we share our earthly home. We
have acted with craven disregard for complex ecosystems we barely understand.
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All: We pray for the oceans and all the creatures that dwell in them.

We pray for the forests and the abundance of life they nurture.

We pray for the very air we breathe, now laden with the toxic gases we produce.
We pray for our children whose earthly home we have so imperiled.

Loving God, have mercy on us, grant us forgiveness and the strength to make
amends.
Assurance of Forgiveness*
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All: With God’s help, we will. Amen
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Proclamation of the Word

Genesis 1:1 - 2:4 )
Psalm 37: 1-11 ) < "§.
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¥ Do just- lylove mer-cy, walk humbly with your God.

Do not be angry becaus

wrongdoers!

he green herb.
* Trust in the Lord, and do good;

so you will dwell in the land, and enjoy security.
* Take delight in the Lord,

who will give you the desires of your heart. R

*  Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in God, who will act,

®  bringing forth your vindication as the light
ging tion as the light,

and your right as the noonday.
7 Be still and wait patiently before the Lord;
do not be angry because of those who prosper in their
way,
because of those who carry out evil devices! «

® Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!
Do not be angry; it leads only to evil.
°  For the wicked shall be cut off;
but those who wait for the Lord shall possess the land.
" Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more;
though you look at their place, they will not be there
But the meck shall possess the land,
and delight in abundant prosperity.

Luke 10: 25-29 "
Meditation 7
Offering

Tonight’s offering will be directed to Church World Service to assist
with their outreach in the Gulf of Mexico

Voluntary Aria



Litany of Prayers
Call to Prayer 7wk 7
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Prayers of the People 5 *
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Prayers of the Christian Traditions

from the Greek Orthodox tradition: : *
from the Roman Catholic tradition:
from the Protestant tradition: | =

Prayer for the Gulf of Mexico**
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Candlelight Vigil
Invitation to Silent Prayer

Remembrance of the Victims of the Deepwater Horizon Explosion
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Prayer for the Gulf of Mexico**
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Benediction
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The Massachusetts Council of Churches wishes to thank Old South Church for
its hospitality and assistance in making this service possible.
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Massachusetts Council of Churches
Member Denominations
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Churches and Organizations Co-Sponsoring Tonight’s Vigil
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